by Syilvia Whitman__

n the early summer of 1898, holed up in Santlago de CLEED

American troops were on the A d1rect attack on the

brink of defeating the Span—
~ish. But ‘they quickly came R ¢
- under. attack by a second-dea‘d—'":' 8
'1\.__11er enemy — disease. In hot and
- humid Cuba, summer rains
bro 'jght-the outbreak of fevers.
,  Typh01d fever had _‘ eena -
e problem for:-'vU S. '

| *_fever Shafter was.
‘ -negot1at-1ng to

| 1ted blood Although ep1
had devastated several A
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persuade Spanish general José good toilets Wlthout shovels
Toral to surrender. “There is _ o :Daﬂy rains turned camps into
a good deal of nervouSness .- filthy mudholes. Infantrymen
‘throughout the army,” Shafter . jworklng in hosp1tal tents often
abled the War Department in- ' ]
ashlngton D.C., “on account

1¢ yellow fever Wthh is cer-
‘ ,alnly among us.’ ' "
Doctors nghtly blamed

g , "even burnlng
-the uniforms and sheéts of-
patients — did not stop the

_fevers. The military did not know

fhen that mosqu1toes spread

malarla and yellowifever




Expedmonary
means forces

“sent ahead of
other troops for
mlhtal'y opera-
tions abroad..

P2

Doctors also had trouble diag-
nosing fevers. In their early
stages, many of the fevers pre-
sented similar symptoms. “The
sick are increasing at a fearful
rate,” wrote a lieutenant in his
diary. The diseases caused
morale to fall. The train to the
hospital was nicknamed the
“Yellow Fever Express” by the
troops. By the end of July
1898, more than four thousand
soldiers were on sick report.
This number represented
twenty percent of the American
expeditionary force.

After the Spanish surrender
that month, Shafter begged to
be permitted to ship his men out
of Cuba. The War Department
refused. It feared an epidemic
would spread to the United

~States. Besides, guards were

needed for the Spanish pris-

dicted that twenty to seventy

- percent of thg__ Army might die:

“The suffering and misery...can- .
not be 'overs:tate‘dr. We hear their -
- moans at night....

change of clothing, no blankets,

insufficient food.”

Shafter called a meeting of his
top officers. Together, they wrote
and sent a letter of concern to
Washington, D.C. They also
leaked it to American journal-
ists. Shocked newspaper readers
pressured the government to
bring home the troops.

More than twenty thousand
soldiers were sent to a hastily
built camp in Montauk, at the
end of Long Island, New York.
The different fevers took a terri-
ble toll, though. They killed

‘more than twice as many

Americans as Spanish bullets
did. The sicknesses also left
others permanent invalids. ‘
~In 1900, the U.S. Yellow Fever
Commission pinpointed the bite
of the female Aedes aegypti mos-
quito as the cause of the trans-
mission of Yellow Jack (and
malaria, as it turned out). That

. year, Havana alone recorded
fourteen hundred cases of fever,
;__'_Amer1cans in Cuba supervised
. the poisoning of mosquito breed- -
'_'mg grounds with oil and kero-
sene. After mosqu1to control, the

o number of fever cases dropped

" to thlrty—seven for the ent1re

oners. An inspector’s report pre--:";__v_ i 1. 1 ’

'oOKS including Uncle

_ . Sém Wants You: Mlllta/y Men and
They hav'e no -

Women of World War II




“The Flanking Attack of Yellow Jack”

Directions: After reading the article, put yourself in the role of TV reporter and write a
one-page script of a news report you would give from Cuba, talking about the problems
with disease. Let your American viewers know what the conditions are, why they exist,
and what is being done to improve things. You may want to include quotes or short

interviews.







ollowing the Spanish-American

War, representatives from the

United States and Spain met
in Paris, France. From October 1
to December 10, 1898 — almost
as long as the war itself — they
‘worked on treaty terms. The treaty
they drafted required Spain to give
up Cuba. It gave Puerto Rico and
Guam to the United States. The
treaty also allowed the United
States to purchase the Philippines
for twenty million dollars.

The U.S. Senate did not ratify
the treaty document until Feb-
ruary 1899. The section of the
treaty that allowed the United
States to acquire the Philippines
caused the most concern.

Those who argued against the
treaty were called anti-imperialists.
They felt that gaining territory
without making plans for it to
become a state was unconstitu-
tional. Anti-imperialists, such as
author Mark Twain, said that
governing a foreign people with-
out their consent went against
the ideals of the Declaration of
Independence. They also believed
reforms at home needed more
money and attention.

The people who were in favor of
the treaty were called imperialists,
or expénsionists. They believed
that the United States should con-
tinue to grow. Some thought the
Filipinos could not govern them-

Antl-lmp ; :rla ;sts :

sntlon of e tory

U.S. troops
landed in the
Philippines
on August 13,
1898, just as

. the Spanish-

American War
was ending.
This photo
shows U.S.
troops in a
Philippine
fort that has
been damaged
by shellfire.




A preliminary
peace agree-
ment between
the United
States and
Spain to end
the Spanish-
American War
was signed on
August 12,
1898. The
official end
of the war
came on
December 10
with the
signing of

the Treaty

of Paris.

selves and needed America’s
leadership. Treaty supporters
also feared that if the United
States did not annex the
Philippines, another country
would. U.S. trade in the Pacific
might suffer, too, some argued.

Meanwhile, in the Philippines,
a number of areas were claimed
by both U.S. and Filipino troops.
On February 4, 1899, a young
American private fired on a group
of Filipinos in one such area. Fire
was returned, and a new war
began. This time, the opponent
was America’s former ally.

Two days later the Senate
ratified the treaty ending the
Spanish-American War. When
the treaty went into effect, the
United States held overseas pos-

sessions for the first time in its
history. America was no longer
a land composed of a group of
colonies. It had become a power-
ful nation with colonies of its
own in just 122 years.

The Filipinos and the anti-
imperialists still wanted the
Philippines to be independent.
There had been a rebellion
against Spain in 1872. In 1896,
a group of Filipino rebels, led
by General Emilio Aguinaldo,
fought again for their independ-
ence from Spain. Later, Agui-
naldo and his troops helped the
United States in the Spanish-
American War. During the war,
when the Filipinos controlled
most of their country, Aguinaldo
declared the Philippines to be an




independent nation. With other
Filipino leaders, he formally
established the first Philippine
Republic.

Many U.S. political and mili-
tary figures did not want to rec-
ognize the new republic. They
felt it was not representative of
the Filipino people. After all,
they argued, the right to vote
was restricted to a tiny fraction
of the population. Military lead-
ers influenced elections. And in
many areas of the land, there
were no elections at all.

Aguinaldo led the Filipino
fight for independence from the
United States until he was cap-
tured 11j1 the spring of 1901. ’.I‘he . An insurreg.
Philippine Insurrection officially | tion is an act
ended in the summer of 1902. o ‘ of open revojt
Skirmishes and localized rebel- e against 5
lions continued into the next o
decade, however.

Between 1898 and 1902, more The United States refused to recognize the
than 125,000 Americans served new Philippine Republic founded in 1898 by

in the Philippines. Approximately Filipino leader General Emilio Aguinaldo.
Aguinaldo eventually was captured by U.S.

troops on March 23, 1901.

five thousand of them were
killed. This was more than ten
times the number of U.S. battle
casualties in the Spanish-Amer-

ican War. The total number of declared June 12 as its Inde-
Filipinos killed during the war is pendence Day. Filipinos chose to
not known. It is estimated that commemorate the day in 1898
their number greatly exceeded when Aguinaldo declared inde-
American losses. pendence from Spain. %

On July 4, 1946, the United
. . _ Lee Ann Potter is an education special-
States gave political independ ist in Public Programs at the National

ence to the Philippines. Sixteen Archives and Records Administration in
years later, the Philippines Washington, D.C.
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“The Philippine Insurrection”
Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences

1. What were the terms of the treaty that ended the Spanish American War?

2. Describe the point of view of the anti-imperialists.

3. Why did the imperialists/expansionists want to annex the Philippines?




4. Describe the main goal of General Emilio Aguinaldo. Was he successful?

5. How many Americans served in the Philippines between 1898 and 1902? How
many were killed?




Spanish American War
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Directions: Use the articles in your packet and Section 2
of Chapter 23 to find the answers

Across

3. The United States purchased the for $20 million.

6. A term that means to incorporate one country or territory into
another one

7. city in the Philippines

10. Carlos Manuel de was a Creole planter who started a

rebellion
11. Nickname for African American regiments of soldiers
14. Territory given to the United States by Spain

17. The Great Fleet was a group of U.S. battleships

22. More than 5,000 American soldiers died of and other
diseases

23. The U.S. Marines first landed at Bay.

24. Body of water that surrounds Cuba and Puerto Rico

25. The United States declared war on 21, 1898

26. Country that controlled Cuba
28. A product grown and manufactured in Cuba and sold to the United

States

29. Key Cuban city

30. Commodore George was the commander of the Pacific fleet
during the Spanish-American War

33. William Randolph was the publisher of the New York
Journal

34. The Act set up a government in Puerto Rico

Down

1. Nickname for the 1lst U.S. Volunteer Cavalry Regiment

2. People who were against gaining territories

4. Capital city of Cuba

5. Jose wrote articles and stories for newspapers as well as
poetry and essays, all in support of Cuban independence

8. The Platt allowed the United States to intervene in
Cuba

9. An act of open revolt against a government

12. First and last name of the U.S. president during the Spanish-
American War

13. General Maximo helped lead a Cuban uprising in 1868

14. a nation whose independence is limited by the control of a more

powerful country

15. The Years War ended in a truce
16. General Valeriano was sent to Cuba as governor to crush
the revolt

18. People of European descent born in Spanish or French American
colonies




19.

20.

21.

27.
28.

31.

32.

An island in the South Pacific that is still a territory of the
United States

General Emilio led a group of Filipino rebels against
Spanish control ”
Last name of the man who called the Spanish American War "...a
splendid little war."

"Cuba !" was the cry for indpendence

Theodore Roosevelt gained fame in the battle for

Heights

Type of journalism that relied on sensational stories and
headlines
American battleship that exploded mysteriously and sunk in

Havana Harbor




