The Spanish-American War
“N Spl(zmli(l Little War”
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by Elizabeth Cazden

mericans have referred to
the Spanish-American
War as a “splendid little
war.” But Cubans call it the
“War of Independence” or the
“War of 1895-1898.” Streets and
parks in Cuba still display the
statues and names of the war’s
national heroes. To Cubans,

the war was a historic fight for
political, social, and economic

independence.

Cuba became a Spanish
colony shortly after Christopher
Columbus’s first visit there in
1492. Spanish boats carrying
gold from Mexico and South
America stopped in Havana.
They picked up supplies there
before crossing the Atlantic
Ocean to Europe.

Wealthy Spaniards owned
Cuba’s cattle ranches and sugar
and tobacco plantations. They
brought slaves from Africa to
work on the plantations. The
military and government officials
also were Spanish. Some of their

In this 1901 cartoon, Cuba is portrayed as a young
child who needs advice. Uncle Sam (the United States)
is leading Cuba away from the dangers of the Old
World (Spain), which is repfesented by a crocodile.

children stayed in Cuba instead
of going back to Spain. Known
as criollos, they thought of
themselves more as Cuban than
as Spanish. Although most terri-
tories in Central and South
America had become independ-
ent nations by 1825, Cuba
remained a Spanish colony.

In the 1800s, Cuba gradually
increased its trade with the
United States, which was closer
geographically than Spain.
American businessmen invested
in Cuban sugar mills, railroads,
and electric utilities. Cuba sold
its sugar in the United States
and bought food and manufac-

Crio"os is the
Spanish tepm
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American
Colonies,




tured goods from American com- the Spanish empire but have

/ panies. Many Cubans visited the more control over their own
United States, and some attended affairs. Some wanted to abolish
Annex means American colleges. slavery. Spain considered selling
to incorporate Some American politicians Cuba to the United States, but
one country of and Cuban reformers proposed the two countries could not
teritory into that the United States annex agree on terms.
another Cuba. Other Cubans wanted By 1868, many Cubans were
(larger) one- an independent country. Still complaining about high taxes
others preferred to stay part of and corrupt Spanish officials.

That year, a Creole planter,
Carlos Manuel de Céspedes,
started an armed rebellion. Led
by generals Maximo Goémez and
Antonio Maceo, their army was
made up of landowners, stu-
dents, poor whites, and freed
slaves. The rebel group captured
much of Oriente, Cuba’s eastern
province. But it ran out of money

and could not get recognition
from the United States. The
Spanish Army kept control of
western Cuba, including Havana.
Known as the Ten Years’ War,
the rebellion ended in a truce,
with Spain in control. Gémez and
Maceo went into exile.

Another Cuban in exile was
José Marti. In 1869, as a high

Dressed in an authentic
costume, a Cuban freedom
fighter reenactor at the
Veterans Memorial Museum
in Tampa, Florida, prepares
to shoot his period rifle.




school student in
Havana, he had
founded a pro-
independence news-
paper. He was
arrested, imprisoned,
and transported to
Spain. Forced to live
outside his country,
Marti made Central
America and New York his
home for more than twenty
years. He wrote many articles
and stories for North American
and Latin American newspapers.
Marti’s poetry and essays con-
veyed his vision of a strong and
prosperous multiracial Cuban
people. Marti also organized
support for Cuba’s independence
movement. Wealthy exiles and
Cuban cigar workers in New
York and Florida contributed
money to his cause.

By 1895, many Cubans had
taken up the cry “;Cuba Libre!”
(Free Cubal) Marti, Gémez, and
Maceo planned a new rebellion
against Spain. They landed in
southeastern Cuba in May 1895.
Within a few weeks, Marti was
killed by a Spanish ambush. He
is still honored in Cuba as the
inspiration and martyr for the
cause of independence.

Spain sent 200,000 soldiers to
stop the Cubans. But the rebels’
Liberation Army grew. By the
end of 1897, it controlled much
of the Cuban countryside. Some

General
Mdximo Gomez
helped lead
one of the
initial rebel-
lions against
Spain in 1868.

landowners feared
that independence
from Spain would
bring social unrest
or redistribution
of property. They
urged the United
States to intervene
to protect public
order.
U.S. forces landed in
eastern Cuba in June 1898,
but they had trouble working
with the Cubans. Many of the
Cuban soldiers were poor negros
(blacks of African descent) or
mulatos (people with both
Spanish and African heritage).
Some American officers had
more respect for their Spanish
opponents.

General Calixto Garcia, a vet-
eran of the Ten Years’ War, led
the Cuban forces in southeastern
Cuba. They helped the Americans
capture the heights above the city
of Santiago de Cuba. The victori-
ous American troops entered the
city on July 17, 1898. Fearing
rioting, however, they excluded
the Cuban troops from their cele-
bration. Garcia refused to enter
the city without his men. He
wrote an angry protest letter to
the American general. Garcia’s
army then headed north and
defeated Spanish forces in two uphold 5 cause
provincial towns. or belief,

American officers later banned ?

a Cuban celebration in Havana

A Martyr js

Someone who
accepts death
Or Suffering to




that was planned in honor of the
last Spanish troop withdrawal.
The final peace negotiations took
place in Paris, France, with no
Cubans present.

Many Cubans felt that the
United States had stolen their
victory. After establishing a mil-
itary government in Cuba and
disbanding the Cuban army,
the United States occupied the
island until 1902. Cuba then
officially became independent.

But the United States insisted
that Cuba accept the Platt
Amendment, which allowed
U.S. intervention in Cuba to
ensure stability and property
rights. The United States con-
tinued to dominate Cuba’s
political, economic, and cul-
tural affairs until the Cuban
Revolution of 1959. _x

Elizabeth Cazden lives in Manchester,
New Hampshire. She visited Cuba in
1993 and 1998.

This statue of José Marti
(RIGHT) is in Ybor City,
Florida. A center for many
Cuban expatriates, Ybor
City became the location
Jrom which Marti planned
the liberation of Cuba.
BELOW: Authentic Spanish-
American War military
items are used by reenac-
tors at the Veterans
Memorial Museum in
Tampa, Florida.




“Cuba Libre”

Directions. Answer the following questions in complete sentences.

1. Explain why Spain did not want to lose control of the island of Cuba.

2. How was America involved with Cuba?

3. List 5 options that were being considered about Cuba’s relationship with America.
(not complete sentences)




4. What was the result of the Ten Years’ War?

5. How did Jose Marti support the fight for Cuban independence?

6. What does Cuba Libre! Mean?

7. Why did landowners in Cuba ask the United States to get involved?




8. Describe two reasons why there were some negative feelings between the Cuban
and American soldiers.

9. Why did many Cubans feel like the United States stole their victory?

10. What was the Platt Amendment? (You can also find information about this in your
textbook).
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H

hen the Spanish-
American War began
on April 21, 1898,
the U.S. Army was at its lowest
level of strength since the Civil
War. Decreases in the War
Department’s budget had brought
the number of officers and en-
listed men down to twenty-eight
thousand. There were not
enough troops to fight a war.

To increase the number of
soldiers, President William
McKinley called for state volun-
teers. More than 125,000 men

joined National Guard and mili-
tia units. The War Department
also ordered three volunteer cav-
alry regiments to serve. One of
these units was the 1st U.S.
Volunteer Cavalry Regiment,
known as the Rough Riders. The
regiment was commanded by

a former Army medical officer,
Leonard Wood. Theodore
Roosevelt, who most recently
had served as assistant secre-
tary of the Navy, was Wood’s
second in command. He was
considered by many to be the




American artist Frederic Remington offered this dramatic view of the
charge of the Rough Riders up Kettle Hill.

true leader of the unit.

The Rough Riders received
quite a bit of exposure in the
newspapers and through word of
mouth. Their reputation drew a
mix of wealthy easterners, cow-
boys, athletes, and American
Indians to the unit. Because of
their popularity, the Rough Riders
exceeded their limit of men. Many
recruits were turned away.

Most of the Army and other
volunteer regiments trained at
camps in the Southeast. This
was done to get the men used to

the warm and humid climate
they would encounter in Cuba.
The Rough Riders, however,
trained in San Antonio, Texas.

Four regiments of black sol-
diers were among those sent to
the South for training. Many of
these men were former slaves
who had served during the Civil
War. After that war, they had pro-
tected settlers in the West during
the Indian Wars. These African
American soldiers had been called
“buffalo soldiers” by the Indians,
who thought their dark hair
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Theodore
Roosevelt
{standing in
the middle,

with glasses)

poses with
members of
the Rough
Riders after

their charge
up Kettle Hill.

The war gave
Roosevelt

national

attention. By
1901, he was
president of
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the United
States.

resembled bison fur. The buffalo
soldiers were part of the U.S.
Army. Their regiments were com-
manded by white officers.

The experiences of the buffalo
soldiers in the South were not
always positive. Instances of
harassment by white soldiers
and fights between white and
black soldiers were not uncom-
mon. In Tampa, Florida, where
the troops waited for transpor-
tation to Cuba, some local resi-
dents treated the soldiers as
second-class citizens.

In addition to experiencing
racism, the buffalo soldiers had
to deal with limited supplies.
The War Department barely had
enough arms and uniforms for
the veteran regiments. New sol-
diers had to make do with old
supplies. The new supplies that
had been ordered failed to
reach Florida before most of
the troops left for overseas
duty. Some of the men were
forced to wear heavy wool uni-
forms. These were

very uncomfortable in the trop-
ical conditions of Cuba, the
Philippines, and Puerto Rico.

A shortage of weapons also
was a concern. The rifles issued
to some of the new recruits used
an old black-powder cartridge.
The new standard-issue rifle fired
a smokeless powder. The Rough
Riders were the exception to
these problems. Using Roosevelt’s
political connections, they were
able to get tropical uniforms and
smokeless model rifles.

By June 10, 1898, the first
U.S. Marines landed at Guan-
tanamo Bay, Cuba. Later that
month, additional U.S. forces
arrived. The Rough Riders were
among them. The most important
goal of these troops was to gain
control of the city of Santiago de

~Cuba. Both the buffalo soldiers

and the Rough Riders played
) important roles here.
The first part of the battle for
the city took place in the vil-
. lage of El Caney. The U.S.




from the Spanish troops. But
the buffalo soldiers of the 25th
Infantry were able to break
through and force the enemy
to surrender.

When the fight on San Juan
Heights took place, confusion
developed among the regiments.
White troops and black troops
became mixed with each other.
Roosevelt took charge of the
chaos. He ordered a charge up
Kettle Hill, one of the two hills
(the other was San Juan Hill)

that made up San Juan Heights.

Debate still exists about which
regiment actually reached the
hill’s summit first. The Rough
Riders were given most of the
credit for driving the Spanish
from the Heights. Roosevelt was
popular and had strong support
from newspapers such as the
New York Journal and the New

Although they
look to be
fighting along-
side their fel-
low cavalry-
men, the title
of this print
describes the
buffalo sol-
diers as “sup-
porting” the
Rough Riders
in this battle.

York World. Various accounts

by the battle’s participants, how-
ever, claim that other regiments
reached the top first.

Both the buffalo soldiers and
the Rough Riders made impor-
tant contributions during the
Spanish-American War. The buf-
falo soldiers also proved that
they could fight as bravely as
white soldiers. Five buffalo sol-
diers from the 10th Cavalry
received the Medal of Honor for
bravery. No members of the
Rough Riders received similar
honors. It was the Rough Riders,
however, who received the most
praise for the successful defeat
of the Spanish Army. Ji

Mitchell Yockelson is a reference
archivist specializing in War Department
agency records at the National Archives
and Records Administration in Wash-
ington, D.C.
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“Fighting Men: Rough Riders & Buffalo Soldiers”
Directions: Answer the following questions in complete sentences

1. How did President McKinley increase the size of the Army?

2. Who were the Rough Riders?

3. Who were the “buffalo soldiers?




4. Describe at least two problems the buffalo soldiers faced.

5. What were two advantages the Rough Riders had over the buffalo soldiers? Why?

6. What was the goal of the American soldiers when they first landed in Cuba in June,
18987 ’




7. How did Theodore Roosevelt gain fame in the Spanish American war?

8. Why do you think the Rough Riders are more famous than the buffalo soldiers?




